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AN ACT concerning park districts.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Park District Code is anmended by changi ng

Section 8-23 as foll ows:

(70 ILCS 1205/ 8-23)
Sec. 8-23. Crimnal background investigations.
(a) An applicant for enploynent with a park district,

age 17 vyears or older, is required as a condition of

enpl oynent to authorize an investigation to determne if the
applicant has been convicted of any of the enunerated
crimnal or drug offenses in subsection (c) of this Section
or has been convicted, within 7 years of the application for
enpl oynent with the park district, of any other felony under
the laws of this State or of any offense commtted or
attenpted in any other state or against the laws of the
United States that, if commtted or attenpted in this State,
woul d have been punishable as a felony under the laws of this
St at e. Aut hori zation for the i nvestigation shal | be
furni shed by the applicant to the park district. Upon receipt
of this authorization, the park district shall submt the
applicant's nane, sex, race, date of birth, and social
security nunber to the Departnent of State Police on forns
prescribed by the Departnent of State Police. The Departnent
of State Police shall conduct an investigation to ascertain
if the applicant being considered for enploynent has been
convicted of any of the enunerated crimnal or drug offenses
in subsection (c) of this Section or has been convicted,
within 7 years of the application for enploynent wth the
park district, of any other felony under the laws of this

State or of any offense commtted or attenpted in any other
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state or against the laws of the United States that, if
commtted or attenpted in this State, would have been
puni shable as a felony under the laws of this State. The
Department of State Police shall charge the park district a
fee for conducting the investigation, which fee shall be
deposited in the State Police Services Fund and shall not
exceed the cost of the inquiry. The applicant shall not be
charged a fee by the park district for the investigation.

(b) The Departnent of State Police shall furnish
pursuant to positive identification, records of convictions,
until expunged, to the president of the park district. Any
i nformati on concerning the record of convictions obtained by
t he presi dent shall be confidential and may only be
transmtted to those persons who are necessary to the
deci sion on whether to hire the applicant for enploynent. A
copy of the record of <convictions obtained from the
Department of State Police shall be provided to the applicant
for enploynent. Any person who releases any confidential
i nformation concer ni ng any crimnal convictions of an
applicant for enploynent shall be quilty of a Cdass A
m sdemeanor, unless the release of such information is
aut hori zed by this Section.

(c) No park district shall know ngly enploy a person who
has been <convicted for commtting attenpted first degree
murder or for commtting or attenpting to conmt first degree
murder, a Class X felony, or any one or nore of the follow ng
offenses: (i) those defined in Sections 11-6, 11-9, 11-14,
11-15, 11-15.1, 11-16, 11-17, 11-18, 11-19, 11-19.1, 11-19.2,
11-20, 11-20.1, 11-21, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 12-15, and
12-16 of the Crimnal Code of 1961; (ii) those defined in the
Cannabis Control Act, except those defined in Sections 4(a),
4(b), and 5(a) of that Act; (iii) those defined in the
II'linois Controlled Substances Act; and (iv) any offense

commtted or attenpted in any other state or against the | aws
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of the United States, which, if conmtted or attenpted in
this State, would have been puni shable as one or nore of the
f or egoi ng of f enses. Furt her, no park district shal
knowi ngly enploy a person who has been found to be the
perpetrator of sexual or physical abuse of any m nor under 18
years of age pursuant to proceedi ngs under Article Il of the
Juvenil e Court Act of 1987. No park district shall know ngly
enpl oy a person for whoma crimnal background investigation
has not been initiated.

(Source: P.A 91-885, eff. 7-6-00.)
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